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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Urban  District  of  Seaham 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1957. 

In  general,  the  vital  statistics  are  highly  satisfactory.  The  birth 
rate  is  substantially  above  that  for  England  and  Wales,  the  infantile 
mortality  rate  is  below  the  national  figure  and  maternal  mortality 
for  the  district  is  nil.  The  death  rate  of  10.065  per  1,000  of  the 
population  is,  however,  higher  than  the  previous  year’s  figure  and, 
when  multiplied  by  the  Registrar  General’s  comparability  factor, 
represents  a  standardised  rate  of  13.79.  A  close  scrutiny  of  the 
causes  of  death  given  in  the  table  on  page  12  does  not  reveal  any 
specific  reason  or  point  to  any  explanation  for  the  increase,  which 
is  mainly  in  the  cardio-vascular  group  of  diseases. 

Both  measles  and  whooping  cough  made  their  expected  on¬ 
slaught  during  the  year,  the  former  being  prevalent  during  the 
spring  and  the  latter  over  the  summer  months.  A  sharp  attack  of 
virus  influenza  (Asian  ‘flu’)  was  experienced  in  the  autumn,  but 
fortunately  the  disease  was  relatively  mild  in  character.  There 
were  seven  cases  of  acute  poliomyelitis,  of  which  two  were  para¬ 
lytic.  No  source  of  infection  could  be  traced,  nor  was  there  any 
apparent  connection  between  the  cases.  The  number  of  dysentery 
cases  reported  was  high,  no  doubt  due  to  the  excellent  co-operation 
of  the  general  medical  practitioners  in  the  area  who  promptly 
notified  all  cases  of  diarrhoea  and  vomiting  to  give  this  department 
scope  for  full  investigation  of  the  disease.  Fifteen  new  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  occurred  during  the  year,  with  two  deaths, 
giving  a  case  rate  now  below  that  for  England  and  Wales.  The 
Council’s  wisdom  in  providing  housing  accommodation  for  tuber¬ 
culous  families  living  under  overcrowded  or  unsuitable  conditions 
has,  without  question,  contributed  towards  this  improvement. 

Vaccination,  both  against  poliomyelitis  and  tuberculosis,  has 
proceeded  during  the  year  and  it  has  again  been  possible  to  arrange 
for  the  mass  X-ray  of  tuberculin  positive  school-children  and  their 
contacts. 

In  April,  inspectorial  staff  was  augmented  by  the  appointment 
of  an  additional  public  health  inspector  to  give  a  ratio  of  one 
inspector  per  thirteen  thousand  of  the  population,  the  minimum 
necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  work.  This  appointment  has 
enabled  a  more  concentrated  effort  to  be  made  on  routine  housing 
inspection,  food  hygiene  and  slum  clearance.  During  the  year  a 
thorough  investigation  into  the  slaughtering  facilities  in  the  town 
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was  undertaken,  and  as  a  result  the  number  of  slaughterhouses  was 
reduced  from  ten  to  four,  effecting  a  considerable  improvement  in 
the  standard  of  meat  inspection.  Samples  of  ice-cream  from  cer¬ 
tain  local  manufacturers  which  persistently  failed  to  conform  to  the 
cleanliness  standards  suggested  by  the  sub-committee  of  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service,  gave  cause  for  much  concern.  The 
offending  manufacturers  were  eventually  asked  to  appear  before 
the  Public  Health  Committee,  and  the  threat  to  the  registration  of 
their  premises  has  at  least  made  them  alive  to  the  necessity  for 
producing  clean  ice-cream. 

During  the  year  the  slum  clearance  programme  was  concen¬ 
trated  on  the  Frances  Street  No.  2  area,  Adolphus  Street,  and  the 
tenemented  property  Hunter’s  Buildings. 

In  conclusion,  may  I  express  to  all  members  of  the  Council  my 
thanks  and  appreciation  for  the  valuable  support  received  during 
the  year.  Your  full  co-operation  has  helped  enormously  to  make 
1957  a  year  of  progress  and  achievement  for  public  health  in 
Seaham,  and  the  decision  to  strengthen  the  establishment  of  this 
department  to  meet  the  demands  of  modern  legislation  has  contri¬ 
buted  greatly  in  this  direction. 

I  am  grateful,  also,  to  the  Council’s  officials  for  their  co¬ 
operation  and  to  my  colleagues  in  the  Health  Department  for  their 
loyalty  and  support  throughout  the  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  RODGERS, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  in  acres  —  2,467. 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  resident  population,  mid- 1957  — 
26,130. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1957)  according  to  Rate  Books 
7,944. 

Rateable  Value  —  £176,898. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  * —  £666  10s.  5d. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1957. 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female 

Legitimate 

.  496 

243 

253 

Illegitimate 

.  12 

8 

4 

Total 

.  508 

251 

257 

Birth  Rates  (corrected) — 

Legitimate  ...  18.79  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population. 
Illegitimate  ...  0.45 

Total . 19.25 


STILL  BIRTHS. 

Total.  Male.  Female. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  12  4  8 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  1  0 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13  5  8 

Still  Birth  Rate  —  24.95  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 

DEATHS. 

Total.  Male.  Female. 

263  146  117 

Death  Rate  (corrected) — 

13.79  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population. 


DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES. 

Rate  (per  1,000 

Deaths.  live  and  still  births) 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ...  0  Nil. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Total.  Male. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  ...  11  5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate — 21.65  per  1,000  live  births. 


Female. 
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NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY. 

Total.  Male.  Female. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  month  ...  8  3  5 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate— 15.75  per  1,000  live  births. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  OF  INFANTS. 


Age. 

Sex. 

Cause. 

12  hours. 

F. 

Prematurity. 

14  hours. 

M. 

Cerebral  haemorrhage. 

16  hours. 

F. 

Prematurity. 

17  hours. 

F. 

Inhalation  pneumonia. 

1  day. 

M. 

Cerebral  haemorrhage.  Prematurity. 

2  days. 

M. 

Atelectasis.  Prematurity. 

1  week. 

F. 

Cerebral  haemorrhage. 

2  weeks. 

F. 

Congenital  defects  and  circulatory  failure. 

9  weeks. 

M. 

Broncho-pneumonia. 

2  months. 

F. 

Accidental  asphyxia. 

4  months. 

M. 

Uraemia. 

Mortality  of  Legitimate  Infants  —  22.18  per  L000  legitimate  live 
births. 

Mortality  of  Illegitimate  Infants  —  Nil  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births. 

DEATHS  FROM  THE  COMMON  INFECTIOUS  FEVERS. 

Death  from  Poliomyelitis  .  ...  ...  ...  0 

„  Measles  ...  .  ...  ...  0 

„  Whooping  Cough  ...  0 

„  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  .  0 

The  causes  of  the  greatest  mortality  during  1957  were  : 

Cardio-vascular  Diseases  .  ...  132 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Bronchitis  ...  .  .  11 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  8 

DEATHS  DUE  TO  CANCER  OF  THE  LUNG. 


Age  (years). 


Male.  Female. 


15-24 

25-34 

35-44 

45-54 

55-64 

65-74 

75  and  over 


0 

1 

0 

2 

2 

4 

0 


TOTALS 
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0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

3 
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NOTIFICATIONS  AND  CASE  RATES  PER  1,000  POPULATION  OF  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

IN  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1957. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1957 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes 

146 

117 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

1 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

Diphtheria  . 

_ _ 

Whooping  Cough 

Meningococcal  infections 

_ _ 

_ 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

6 

8 

„  „  lung,  bronchus 

9 

3 

„  „  breast  . 

— 

4 

„  „  uterus 

— 

4 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

11 

8 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

Diabetes 

— 

3 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

21 

22 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

27 

16 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

6 

8 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

6 

11 

Other  circulatory  disease 

4 

11 

Influenza 

2 

— 

Pneumonia 

4 

4 

Bronchitis 

11 

— 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

6 

— 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

2 

— 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

2 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  . 

2 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  . 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations  . 

1 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

10 

8 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

— 

All  other  accidents  . 

6 

2 

Suicide 

5 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

2 

— 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  SEAHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT 


1.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Report  a  list  is  given  showing  the 
Officers  connected  with  the  Health  Services  in  the  District. 


2.  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47. 

No  cases  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention  were  dealt 
with  under  the  provisions  of  this  section  during  the  year. 

3.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Havelock  Hospital,  Sunderland, 
provides  facilities  for  the  examination  of  pathological  specimens 
and  for  the  basteriological  examination  of  food  samples.  An  ex¬ 
cellent  liaison  exists  with  the  Director  and  Staff  of  the  Laboratory 
and  results  for  samples  submitted  are  obtained  very  quickly. 


4.  Other  Health  Services. 


The  following  Health  Services  are  administered  by  the  Durham 
County  Council  as  the  responsible  Local  Health  Authority  under 
the  National  Health  Service  Act  and  are  run  in  conjunction  with 
the  Local  Health  Sub-Committee  of  members  from  Seaham  Urban 
District,  Easington  Rural  District  and  Durham  County  Councils. 


Ambulance. 

Home  Nursing. 
Vaccination. 
Immunisation  against 
Diphtheria. 
Prevention  of  Illness, 
care  and  after-care. 
Mental  Health  Services. 


Domestic  Helps. 

Health  Visitors. 

Child  Welfare  and  Maternity. 
Welfare  of  the  Aged  (partly). 
Welfare  of  the  Blind. 

Welfare  of  other  handicapped 
persons. 


The  School  Medical  Service  is  also  the  responsibility  of  the 
County  Council.  Almost  all  the  relevant  sections  of  Part  III  of 
the  National  Assistance  Act  are  administered  by  the  County 
Council. 

Food  and  Drugs  Inspectors  are  appointed  by,  and  work  under 
the  direction  of,  the  County  Council. 

Schemes  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness  are  entirely  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  County  Council  as  the  Local  Health  Authority. 
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Veterinary  Inspectors  are  appointed  by,  and  work  under  the 
direction  of,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  They 
are  responsible  for  carrying  out  routine  examination  of  the  dairy 
herds  throughout  the  County  in  order  to  maintain  and  raise  the 
standard  of  the  health  of  the  cows. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  is  also  respon¬ 
sible  through  its  County  officials  for  the  supervision  of  byres  and 
dairy  premises. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water. 

A  piped  water  supply  is  provided  by  the  Sunderland  and  South 
Shields  Water  Company  to  all  premises  in  Seaham.  The  supply  is 
of  good  quality  and  possesses  between  21  and  23  degrees  of  hard¬ 
ness.  A  reduction  in  hardness  to  its  present  figure  has  been  achieved 
by  the  introduction  of  an  upland  supply  from  the  Company’s 
reservoirs  in  Weardale  to  their  existing  supplies  from  deep  wells. 
This  has  now  rendered. unnecessary  the  installation  of  water  soften¬ 
ing  apparatus.  The  water  is  sampled  by  the  company  at  frequent 
intervals  in  their  own  laboratory  for  both  bacteriological  and 
chemical  examination,  and  in  addition  one  check  sample  was  taken 
by  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  during  the  year  and  was 
reported  as  satisfactory. 


Swimming  Baths. 

The  facilities  for  swimming  in  the  Urban  area  are  confined  to 
two  clubs,  the  first  being  the  Seaham  Harbour  Swimming  Club 
which  utilises  part  of  the  Docks  known  as  the  Basin,  and  the  second 
at  Dawdon  Colliery  which  is  privately  owned. 


Riparian  Health  Authority. 

The  trade  from  the  port  consists  exclusively  of  coal  exports  to 
other  ports  on  the  east  and  south  coasts.  No  ships  required  dis¬ 
infestation  during  the  year. 


Rivers  and  Streams. 

There  are  two  main  streams  in  the  area  and  every  endeavour  is 
made  to  keep  them  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 


14 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL,  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  AND 
STREET  CLEANSING 


I  am  indebted  to  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  for  the  following 
information  on  the  above  matters  which  are  under  his  control. 


Sewage  Disposal. 

No  treatment  is  carried  out  to  the  sewage  which,  after  collection, 
is  discharged  direct  to  the  sea  from  three  main  outfalls.  It  has 
been  necessary  to  extend  the  sewerage  system  to  cater  for  increased 
housing  development. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Collection  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  using  specially  con¬ 
structed  vehicles.  Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  on  sites  leased 
to  the  Council.  During  the  year,  18,279  tons  of  house  and  trade 
refuse  were  collected  and  disposed  of,  together  with  49  tons,  9  cwts. 
4  qrs.  of  salvage  paper  and  38  tons,  0  cwts.,  1  qr.  of  scrap  metal. 


Street  Cleansing. 

By  arrangement  with  Durham  County  Council,  gullies  on  the 
County  roads  are  cleansed  by  the  staff  of  Seaham  Urban  District 
Council.  During  the  year,  9,266  gullies  were  emptied  on  U.D.C. 
highways  and  3,518  on  D.C.C.  highways. 

A  mechanical  roadsweeper  is  used  for  the  cleansing  of  roads 
and  streets. 
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Confirmed  Cases  of  Infectious  and  other  Notifiable  Diseases,  1957 

(other  than  Tuberculosis) 
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60 

C 

°  n 

°  I 

’o 

Pu 


U- 


00 


(N  tJ-  mv 


d 
•  »■*«< 

C 

<u  o 

'  t-'  o  m  i-H 

©  h 

<N 

H 

CM 

CJ  ~s 

<  <D 

c 

a. 

>*  .  & 
=1  T3  « 

a 

c  cc  3 

;§?§  is 

s c  © 


n 

u 

>o 


u 

"D 

C 

3 


on 

1-h 

c3 

<U 


m 

u. 

a 

<o 


on  s-h  C 
^  O  > 
&  >  n 
“  O  2 

T3  -2 

c  E 

— '  n-  ^  ct  3 

III  (U 

in>oir,  io  cud 


to 

0/ 


03 

-w 

© 

H 


16 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  shows  the  new  cases  and  deaths  for  the 
Urban  District  of  Seaham  during  1957  : — 


NEW  CASES  |  TOTAL  DEATHS 


Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

N  on- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

INI 

F 

Under  1  year 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

1  -  5  years 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-10  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

10- 15  years  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-20  „  ... 

2 

•  > 

o 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

20-25  „  ... 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25-35  „  ... 

2 

— 

— — 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35-45  „  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

45-55  „  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-  - 

— 

55-65  „  ... 

2 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

65  &  upwards 

1 

1 

Totals 

9 

0 

2 

5 

— - 

1 

1 

— 

Classification  of  Non-Pulmonary  cases  of  Tuberculosis  : — 


Glands  of  Neck  ... 
Bones  and  Joints 


2 

2 

1 

1 


Uterus 

Endometrium 

Spine 
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DIPHTHERIA  PREVENTION 


There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  in  the  District  during  the  year. 
The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  ages  of  children 
immunised  against  diphtheria  in  Seaham  during  1957. 


Age  (yrs.) 

Under 

1 

|  1 

1  2 

1  3 

1  4 

1  1 

5  to  9  10  to  14  Total 

1  1 

Primary 

Immunisations 

125 

41 

3 

I 

3  S  — 

I 

i 

1  1, 

6  |  —  |  178 

1  ! 

1  1 

Reinforcing 

Injections 

— 

— 

1 

12 

a  *7 

/ 

—  |  50 

1 

1 

SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 


There  were  no  cases  of  smallpox  in  the  District  during  1957 
and  a  table  is  given  below  showing  the  number  and  ages  of  children 
vaccinated  during  the  year. 


Under 

1 

1 

2  to  4 

5  to  14 

15  or 
over 

Total 

Vaccinated . 

110 

2 

2 

1 

5 

120 

Re-vaccinated 

— 

— 

— 

13 

13 

B.C.G.  VACCINATION 
School  Scheme,  1957 


No.  of 

Mantoux  Test 

No. 

Consents 

No.  Tested 

Positive 

Vaccinated 

350 

317 

70 

227 

POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION,  1957 


No.  vaccinated  with  2  injections. 

No.  awaiting  vaccination 

31st  December,  1957. 

777 

367 
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ANNUAL  RETURN  OF  FOOD  POISONING 


APPENDIX  D  (i) 


1.  Local  Authority:  Seaham  Urban  District  Council.  Year:  1957. 


2.  (a)  Food  Poisoning  Notifications  (Corrected)  as  returned 

to  R.G.: — 

1st  Quarter.  2nd  Quarter.  3rd  Quarter.  4th  Quarter.  TOTAL. 

One.  Seven.  Two.  Nil.  Ten. 


(b)  Cases  Otherwise  Ascertained. 

1st  Quarter.  2nd  Quarter.  3rd  Quarter. 

Nil.  Nil.  Nil. 


4th  Quarter. 

Nil. 


TOTAL. 

Nil. 


(c)  Fatal  Cases. 

1st  Quarter.  2nd  Quarter. 

Nil.  Nil. 


3rd  Quarter. 

Nil. 


4th  Quarter. 

Nil. 


TOTAL. 

Nil. 


3.  Particulars  of  Outbreaks. 

Details  of  each  outbreak  to  be  given  as  in  Appendix  D  (ii). 


No.  of  outbreaks 

No.  of  cases 

Total  No. 

Family 

outbreaks 

Other 

outbreaks 

Notified 

Otherwise 

ascertained 

of  cases 

One. 

Six. 

Six. 

Agent 

identified  * 

Salmonella 

typhi- 

murium 

Nil 

Salmonella 

typhi- 

murium 

Nil 

Salmonella 

typhi- 

murium 

Agent 

not  identified  .  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

*  To  be  classified  according  to  agents. 
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4.  Single  Cases 


No.  of 

cases 

Total  No.  of  cases 

Notified 

Otherwise 

ascertained 

Four. 

Four. 

Agent 

identified  *  .  . 

Salmonella 

typhi- 

murium 

Nil 

Salmonella 

typhi-murium 

Agent 

not  identified  .  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

*  To  be  classified  according  to  agents. 

(a)  Chemical  poisons  —  nil. 

(b)  Salmonella  —  ten,  typhi-murium.. 

(c)  Staphylococci  (including  toxin)  - —  nil. 

(d)  Cl.  botulinum  —  nil. 

(e)  Other  bacteria  —  nil. 


5.  Salmonella  Infections,  not  food-borne. 


Salmonella 

Outbreaks 

No.  of  cases 

Single  cases 

Total  No.  of  cases 
(outbreaks  and 
single  cases) 

(type) 

Family 

Other 

(outbreaks) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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APPENDIX  D  (ii) 


REPORT  ON  INDIVIDUAL  FOOD  POISONING  OUTBREAK 

(SUMMARY  OF  DETAILS) 


1.  Food  causing  Outbreak: 

Unknown. 


Agent  causing  Outbreak: 

Salmonella  typhi-murium. 


2.  Cases  forming  Outbreak  which  occurred  from  16.4.57  to  1 1.6.57 

Notified — Six.  Otherwise  ascertained — Nil.  TOTAL — Six. 

Fatal  —  Nil. 

3.  Clinical  Features, 

Average  interval  ingestion  to  onset  (hrs). — Unknown. 

Main  symptoms — Diarrhoea  and  vomiting,  pyrexia  (12  hours). 
Severity  of  illness — Generally  mild. 

Duration  of  illness — 48  hours. 

4.  Results  of  Laboratory  Investigation  (Summary). 

Cases  —  6  +ve  Sal.  typhi-murium.  Food  Handlers  —  Nil. 
Food  samples  —  Nil.  Other  —  Nil. 

5.  Origin  and  Preparation  of  Food  causing  Illness— Unknown. 

6.  Place  at  which  Food  causing  Illness  was  Consumed — Unknown. 
Estimated  number  of  consumers  at  risk— Unknown. 

7.  Probable  Origin  of  Infection  or  Contamination  of  Food — 

Contributory  factors — Unknown.  Unknown. 
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Summary  of  Work  done  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 

during  the  year  1957 


No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions 

No.  of 
Informal 

Notices 

served 

No.  of 
Statutory 

Notices 

served 

Defects 

remedied 

after 

Notice 

Housing: 

Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts 

277 

37 

24 

26 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 
Insufficient 

6 

Jm* 

2 

Defective 

18 

6 

5 

6 

Drainage 

54 

7 

— 

7 

Water  Supply 

16 

3 

— 

3 

Food  Premises  ... 

248 

15 

— - 

10 

Shops  Act 

100 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughterhouses: 

Public 

_ 

_ 

Private 

605 

10 

4 

Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

— 

— 

— 

-  - 

Factories  &  Workplaces 

48 

— 

— 

— 

Keeping  of  Animals 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Insanitary  Ashpits  and 
Receptacles 

_ 

__ 

_ 

Offensive  accumulations 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Prevention  of  Damage 
by  Pests  Act,  1949  ... 

917 

_ 

Infectious  Disease 
Investigations 

205 

__ 

_  _ 

Dustbins 

6 

3 

3 

3 

TOTAL 

2,502 

!  85 

34 

63 

No.  of  houses  inspected  in  connection  with 
Slum  Clearance 

Ashpit-privies  converted  into  water-closets  ... 
Ash-closets  converted  into  water-closets 
Total  number  of  water-closets  in  District  ... 
„  ash-closets  in  District 

„  ashpit-privies  in  District 


228 


9,123 

5 

10 
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Disinfestation. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  692  inspections  (including  revisits) 
resulted  in  the  discovery  and  elimination  of  108  infestations.  When 
complaints  of  vermin  are  reported  or  houses  found  to  be  infested 
with  vermin,  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Rodent  Operator 
using  D.D.T.  or  B.H.C.  in  either  powder,  liquid  or  smoke  form. 

Rodent  Control. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Rodent  Operator  and  his 
assistant.  The  system  of  treatment  is  that  recommended  by  the 
Infestation  Control  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fish¬ 
eries  and  Food  and  this  also  applies  to  the  destruction  of  rats  in 
sewers  which  were  treated  twice  during  the  year.  During  1957, 
889  inspections  were  made  as  a  result  of  complaints  of  rat  and 
mouse  infestations  and  293  of  them  revealed  evidence  of  vermin. 
Treatments  were  given  in  all  cases. 

Factories. 

During  the  year  48  inspections  were  made  to  the  36  factories 
in  the  area.  One  informal  notice  sent  by  H.M.  Inspector  of  Fac¬ 
tories  and  two  verbal  notices  were  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 

Clean  Air. 

Whilst  no  complaints  of  smoke  nuisance  were  received  during 
the  year,  pollution  of  the  atmosphere  by  smoke  and  dust  is  still  bad, 
especially  in  the  area  of  the  docks  and  colliery  railways.  It  is 
possible  that  when  the  Clean  Air  Act  is  fully  operative,  some  im¬ 
provement  will  be  effected. 

Cinemas  and  Halls. 

No  complaints  were  received  concerning  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  cinemas  or  halls  in  the  District. 

Shops  Act,  1950. 

A  total  of  109  visits  were  made  during  the  year  and  no  notices 
were  required  to  be  served  under  this  Act. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

The  one  pet  shop  in  the  area  is  kept  under  supervision  and  is 
being  conducted  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

Housing. 

During  the  year  278  new  Council  houses  and  13  new  private 
houses  were  erected  in  the  District.  One  family  group  home  was 
erected  by  Durham  County  Council. 
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THE  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  MEAT 

AND  OTHER  FOODS 


(i)  Meat  Inspection. 

Details  of  the  animals  inspected  are  appended  below  in  the  form 
specified  in  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  No.  17  of  1955.  A  list  is 
also  given  of  the  carcases,  part  carcases  and  organs  condemned. 

APPENDIX. 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 
exclud¬ 
ing  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

412 

16 

2 

j 

|  1,458 

I 

!  372 

— 

Number  inspected 

412 

16 

2 

1,458 

1  372 

1  _ 

All  diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

— 

■ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

126 

5 

- — - 

16 

6 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

30.58 

31.25 

— 

1.10 

1.61 

— 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned... 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

9 

— 

7 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

1 

2.18 

12.5 

( 

1.88 

— 

Cysticercosis. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1 

5  | 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration  ... 

1  i 

— 

—  j 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  con¬ 
demned  ... 

i 

, 

I 

-  | 

-  1 

— 
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Carcases,  Part  Carcases  and  Organs  Condemned. 

Beast  Part  Carcase  (Bruising)  .  1 

Beast  Heads  and  Tongues  (Tuberculosis)  .  3 

Beast  Lungs  (Tuberculosis)  .  8 

Beast  Lungs  (Fascioliasis) .  3 

Beast  Livers  and  Part  Livers  (Fascioliasis)  . Ill 

Beast  Livers  and  Part  Livers  (Abscesses)  .  9 

Beast  Livers  and  Part  Livers  (Cirrhosis)  .  4 

Beast  Hearts  (Cysticerus  Bovis)  .  5 

Beast  Heart  (Pericarditis)  .  1 

Cow  Head  (Tuberculosis)  .  1 

Cow  Lungs  (Tuberculosis)  .  2 

Cow  Liver  (Tuberculosis)  .  1 

Cow  Liver  and  Part  Livers  (Fascioliasis)  .  3 

Cow  Liver  (Cavernous  Angioma)  .  1 

Cow  Udder  (Abscesses)  .  1 

Sheep  Lungs  (Parasitic)  .  4 

Sheep  Lungs  (Abscesses)  .  1 

Sheep  Lungs  (Pneumonia)  .  1 

Sheep  Livers  (Fascioliasis)  .  8 

Sheep  Livers  (Parasitic) .  2 

Sheep  Liver  (Abscesses)  .  1 

Pig  Heads  (Tuberculosis)  .  6 

Pig  Lungs  (Tuberculosis)  .  4 

Pig  Lungs  (Pneumonia)  .  2 

Pig  Lungs  (Pericarditis)  .  1 

Pig  Lungs  (Pleurisy)  .  1 

Pig  Lungs  (Congestion)  .  1 

Pig  Livers  (Tuberculosis)  .  4 

Pig  Hearts  (Tuberculosis)  .  4 

Pig  Hearts  (Pericarditis)  .  2 

(ii)  Milk. 

Only  designated  milk  is  now  sold  in  the  Seaham  Urban  area. 
64  shops  are  licensed  to  sell  designated  milk  and  there  are  in  addi¬ 
tion  three  licensed  retailers  residing  within  the  District.  Seven 
supplementary  licences  to  retailers  who  reside  outside  the  District 
were  also  issued.  Fifteen  samples  of  milk  taken  during  the  year 
all  satisfied  the  prescribed  test. 

(iii)  Ice-Cream. 

During  the  year  regular  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  from 
the  five  manufacturers  and  other  shops  retailing  ice-cream.  116 
samples  were  taken,  81  of  which  were  grade  1,  21  grade  2, 
10  grade  3,  and  4  grade  4.  Regular  inspections  have  been  carried 
out  during  the  year. 
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(iv)  Cafes,  Canteeais  and  School  Kitchen?. 

Catering  facilities  are  confined  to  one  combined  cafe  and  snack 
bar,  and  three  ice-cream  manufacturers  who  conduct  small  cafes. 
There  are  also  three  colliery  canteens  and  three  school  kitchens  in 
the  area,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  no  complaints  concerning 
these  premises  were  received  during  the  year. 


(v)  Fish  and  Chip  Shops. 

There  are  now  12  fish  and  chip  shops,  one  of  which  also  sells 
fresh  fish,  and  two  other  fresh  fish  shops  in  the  District. 


(vi)  Food  Premises. 

During  the  year,  248  inspections  of  food  premises  were  made. 


In  the  course  of  thes 
and  destroyed  in  the 

Apricots,  4  tins. 

Beans,  58  tins. 

Carrots,  2  tins. 

Casserole  Steak,  2  tins. 
Cheese,  15  pkts. 
Chicken,  12  tins. 
Chicken,  3  jars. 

Chicken  Soup,  4  tins. 
Chocolate  Candy,  8  lb. 
Chocolate  Swiss  Rolls,  8. 
Corned  Beef,  16  tins. 
Corned  Mutton,  1  tin. 
Crab,  14  tins. 

Cream.  2  tins. 

Creamed  Rice,  1  tin. 
Cream  of  Tomato  Soup, 
3  tins. 


e  visits  the  following 
Council’s  incinerator 

Digestive  Biscuits, 

4  pkts. 

Frozen  Liquid  Egg, 

1  tin. 

Fruit  Salad,  4  tins. 
Grapefruit,  4  tins. 

Ham,  24  tins. 

Herrings,  1  tin. 

Jellied  Veal,  3  tins. 
Kidney  Soup,  1  tin. 
Kippers,  21  lb. 

Lunch  Tongue,  3  tins. 
Luncheon  Meat,  3  tins. 
Milk,  33  tins. 

Minced  Beef  Loaf, 

3  tins. 

Orange  Juice,  1  tin. 
Oranges,  18  tins. 


foods  were  condemned 


Peaches,  24  tins. 

Pears,  9  tins. 

Peas,  45  tins. 

Pease  Pudding,  1  tin. 
Pilchards,  1  tin. 
Pineapple,  19  tins. 
Plums,  8  tins. 

Pork,  42  tins. 

Pork  &  Tongue,  5  tins. 
Pork  Luncheon  Meat, 

4  tins. 

Raspberry  Jam,  1  jar. 
Red  Salmon,  2  tins. 

Roast  Beef  &  Veg.,  1  tin. 
Sardines,  1  tin. 

Stewed  Steak,  4  tins. 
Tomatoes,  257  tins. 

Tuna  Fish,  1  tin. 
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Amount  of  Shipping  Entering  the  Port  during  the  Year. 
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Includes  mechanically  propelled  vessels  other  than  steamer 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 
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